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publishers. Thereupon the present Publishers9 Association of Great
Britain and Ireland was founded in 1896 to deal as a corporate body
with all problems of the kind. Charles J. Longman, an ardent
supporter of reform, was the Association's first president, and
played a leading part in coping with the difficulties which had still
to be overcome -before the combined associations, in the spring of
1901, could commemorate the successful establishment of the Net
Book Agreement, a covenant which has come to be regarded as the
Magna Charta of the trade. Among the booksellers whose names
should be remembered for their pioneer work in this connexion
are Alderman Henry W. Keay of Eastbourne, the first, and for over
twenty-five years the only. President of the Associated Booksellers,1
Robert MacLehose, John Macniven, Thomas Burleigh, Robert
Bowes, and Edwin Pearce.
The Longmans, in the meantime, had been living up to the great
traditions of their past since Thomas Norton Longman succeeded
his father, the fourth Thomas Longman, in 1879. Works by such
scholars as Froude, Samuel Rawson Gardiner, Max Muller, Lecky,
Stubbs, and Greighton; the acquisition of Rivington's old business;
the Silver Library, with its hundreds of copyright volumes; the
'Badminton9 series; Andrew Lang's Fairy Tales, and many other
undertakings, went to prove that the oldest house in the trade was
as vigorous as ever.
John Murray rv, another prime mover in the foundation of the
Publishers* Association, and one of its early presidents, was equally
progressive in his ideas, as well as faithful to the reputation won by
the firm in the days ofcGlorious John'. The third John Murray
would not publish fiction, but his son made a point of including in
his lists a judicious selection of new novels. In this respect, as in the
general 'get-up9 of all his books, and the introduction of more up-
to-date methods, John Murray rv infused the firm with a new spirit.
In the ten years between 1898 and 1908 the business was doubled.
Sir Frederick Macmillan, who had done so much to bring the
new agreement into being, was, appropriately, President of the
Publishers' Association when it came into operation. He was again
President in 1911-13, and was always one of the moving spirits in
the trade. He was knighted by King Edward in 1909 for his services
on behalf of the National Hospital for the Paralysed and Epileptic.
1 Alderman Keay, after working untiringly in the best interests of the trade, died in
193& at the age of ninety.                               ,